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£ 1i%e The rigai tiorald Punlishing €0
SAN JO&E, Cosla Rica = '
CPhe Costa Rican government
hig asked the Nixon Admin-
istration Lo recall the reputed

1A chief in Costa Rica amid  jn Washiaglon.

rumors ‘of an atlempt (0 OV
cothrow Presideat Jose Fi-
quor : et
O One San Jose newspapely
caid the recall of US. Am"\.
Jassador Walier C. Ploes )
also has bheen demanded, but
the foreign ministry and
President Figueres vigorously

have denied it. L
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sources ho
United Staies,
sor some of the cvents.

“Ghite Departments  Costa
o jgdean Deske in Washinglon

. r,A.‘./\_" Lt Willingson be removed,
PEOGIEM T N action was, taken, al-
Tithough Ploeser s
PR the’ ,havc'com\piainm o Tiguercs
S eracod i U ahout going over }’US hc.'e.d
.. A0 of it and lc». aing complaints \\'M}
Cput v an “office bgy" or “crrand’
celabla boy” in Washington. )
YT Weueres, i tarn, 18 said to
have replied that it wasn't
-is concern 'if the State De-
pariment ran its Cosia Rican
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Apparently to
barrassment 1o the United
* Slates, Costa Rica also of fi-*
cially denies that it has wb-
taincd the recall of Earl’
" (Ted) Williamson, Dut i is
“kr.owr, that Te is expected t0°
Jeave the country by Feb. 22
for another assignraent. Wil
lamson, first sccretary of the
UL, embassy, 38 widely «cs
{7 garded in San Jose 45 @ Cly
representative. :

‘

situation so deterio-

OTY T

N i1l
‘rated last wonth that C.
. CAllen Stewart, 2 Jongtime

L | friend-ef.- Figueres who s
now a State .Deparimeit
trouble-shooter  for  Latin
America, was quietly rusied
to San Jose in an effort to
straighten out the mess.

« The, State Depariment re-

portedly was astonished at’

the suggestion that the Unit-
‘ed Stales might be iavolved
*in any plot against the demo-
cratically clacted government’
of Costa Rica, long consi
ered onc of the hemisphere's
most  democratic, aud  pro
American nations,
The ecntire problem was
. further aggravated by the do=
partwre on Januaty 9 of Lar-
1y Haveison, popular young
divector of the UG, aid pro-
gram jn Cosla Rica, He left
on a scheduled trip o Wash-
ington and did not return.

LIARR‘&SON’S departure
officially. was described as a

( * “youtine” Lransfor but it is
. widely  accepled in Cosla
Rica that he was, in effect,
tived bytheambassador, pors
haps after hecoming too ia-
disnant over the coursc of
events within the embassy, . .
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The episo believed Lo
have had its genesis Wit the
claction, and subscguent in-
auguration in May 70; . of
Figueres — & charter memn-
ber of Latin America’s  so-
called “densceratic 1eit,” to a
four-ycar tern as presiaent.

Almost  immediately Fi-
gucres begai a
bridges” o b
blog, wilh Coste Rica hocomn-
ing the first Central Ameri-
Scan nation Lo ostablish dipio-

ac s

io}

il

snatic and commercial  ties
with the Soviet Union and

Lastern Europe. .

The move created constei-
nation within seme of the
military-run governments of
Central America.

And it " also  apparcnid
aroused concern within ihe
American Embassy — said to
be deeply aivi batween
liberals and ctnservalives,

Y fail,  weporls
WOTe i iing Cosia Rican
Cofficinds  of  Williamson's

cluse ties with members of

the political opposition and

of indiscrect remarks made
by his Cuban wilc regarding
the country’s ateged march
Lowaid comuitiisn,
\WVilliaison,

who had
served in Cuba just before.
the Castro takeover, also way
. blameda {or tive coand

erature in turough
the airpurt, ‘The blume arose
Li}x'ough his involvement in &
{echunical assistance prograi
on security.

n late October or carly
November, the Costa Rican
governnient made  an infor-
“mal suggestion through the,

Desk through an office hoy;
“that his interest was in hav-
ing Wiillamson recalled to
avert a major scandal.

4, the Cusia T fcan @b

dor in Wi
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ith C

I " pw ecre
¢ OPHEN, on Dec 17,2 {ish- T
erman  reported sighling 2 Y

‘mysterious ship which had
vnlnaded  “long, wooden
boxes” o a remole beach

near fuata Salsipucdes on

{onishe¢ at e
pine Uni.ed Staices mig

jnvolver inan alicged plot 10

f P soverthiow  Figwoeres; ho o8-
he oz Propinsuls N & "
{he Osa Peaiusuly, I the "o 4" pe ambassador o

-southern part of the country
‘on the Pacific side.

The ship was identificd as
{he Walthain, and the ‘Costa
Rican governmerr later ve-
“ceived informagion that the
‘vessel was registered to the
“comiercial section - of the
Stale Department.” That ap-

cont
Co:

n
Ty
Hed

Washington's
vgoadwi oward
and promised I
tion.
Oon'v’

art’al

iate al-
. A :
arsday, Jan. 7, Siew-
1in Costa Rica and

parently Was inaceurate. ,'le})[‘;"
. during

In - fact, neither Jane’s Costa

Yighting Ships nor Tloyd’s  Copa

Registry lists any Waltham.

The closest to it is the Walls .,
Ram Victory, a 455-foot ves
4 by the U.S. Com~

was disc
On s

sel owne :
: L icle appeared- on-
merce Department and regise of 1 ‘1 “-\';lc(;jn O:
Cteved at the port of San Fran- aoiie tal S
C ! g ‘, morniag  tabloid and - Sanc
Lcisco, There is, nothing 10 Juse’s  arvaest  circulati
. LR racs i e
suggest chal it was Lhe saue  gajy Haekee walion
ship sighted off Costa Rica. o , g
g : It speculated  that the-

Costa Rican government w
consicaring  declaring Wi
iamses personn noa grata,

1 WAS fiest yeported that
the “long, woeoden boxes”
sontained weapons, althounh
by the tme a Costa, Rican The next day, Jun. 11, 0
Civi) Guard patrot got to the age 51 of La Nacion, an’ar-
yugged region all that was ticle appeared under a ‘two-
fnmd was a few Coke bot- columa headiine in which

and some cellophane Costa Rican Fo Minister

: . Gonzalo Facio G

wrappers.
A story_as later putout - poit,
. that it apparently was whis- wy

GOVIUINT
Costi. Jica,” ¥ §
nat laviag
{(persana) non grata Mr Wit-
., director of speci
¢ the American Em-
v, nor any other memcber

Ky contrahdnd that had heen,
“put ashore, although'it is be-:
lieved the Costa Rica govern-,
ment still does not know for.
sure, The -contraband story:
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matic mission.
Facio's statement added,
however, that he uaderstood
thal “within a short time Mr.
. le‘mn:(m, who ' hay scrved
( in Costa Rica for more taan
o four yeavs, will he transfer-
red to another destination.”
"This was in accord with 3
mal . diplomatic  pract
Yacio said
{ Itis understood that Wil
Hiamson will now  leave the
s country by Feb. 22,
.+ The rumors  continued,
1 however, occasionally suriac-
qing in the press, o
: h

taguinhed  Giplos

"

ON JAN, 14, a statenent
signed by three governmient
(party eongressmen mpcamd
in Diavio de¢ Costa Rica, an”
cafternoon tabloid aund sister
paper to La Hora.

Among other things, -ihe
statement said it was kitown

had “mixed directly” in.criti-
cisms of the Figuercs Admin-
istration and that he had
.made “intolerable ‘remarks”
agaldst the zovernment,
The slatement also  ac-

cused fhie CIA- of heing in- lddmu, exwmple of the se

volved in the mysterious-ship

movements and the alleged

arms drop near Punta Salsi-
L pucdes. '

LA JIORA; a San Jose
+ ' gorning tabloid of lhmited
. circulation, reported Jan, 30
in a front-page story that Ii-
mieres n]SO “has asked the
United States Lo recall Plocs-
ier, the conservative midwest-
‘cim businessman’ assigned
‘here as ambassadar in April
21670, La Hora attributed jls
information to a member of
Tigueres cabinet,

‘Through it all, expressions
of public regret, as if meant
to deliberately needle the
American Kmbassy, contin-
ual to -pour from Costa Rican
‘officials about the depariure
. of Hariison, the U.S. "aid
“chief in Co.:ta Rica,®
+ "Ploeser himscif has taken
charge of the aild program as
part of & worldwice reo ‘gani-
‘zation of U.S, [oxexgn assis-
lance,

An amiable man who cele-

thraled his G4th birthday Jan:
. 7, the day Stewart arived in
wivn, Ploeser Cinsists that
bt Hardson's  departure

( and \Wiilin m:mn's pending de-

parture are “routine (rans-
fers” and that he n.mds by ,
‘the Cosh Ricanfoyzian minx
is »l.xtnmor.ta in anh

CARCS. Lt
“ e e

- hard time §

“positively” that Williamson

beiter than it is here rig
_now.”
On Lhe face ol i, sepdi

‘ment
- would seem
; mix ol with water.

himsel

ment appearing e wic
press Jain, J4, “uwd that iar-
risop’s transfor v/as
mal and usual
the U.S. State Department”
and th s would take
aivect charge of tue ald pro-

gram.) -
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V&S purcs
Ay coinciderial me tial he
had been in Gualemala,
called up and suid he was in
ca anG would “ilke to

¢ oof

days «

Pepe (Figaeres),”
Plotser alia seuds

mors of low n

the cmbassy.,

g snoraic

Plocser 1o represent the U
cd States belove a govern-
headed by
like

trying Lo
Orphaned at seven and

made man, Ploeser
nounced Play-z
a3 & political “mid-
dle~roader.” Iis background
indicates a more conserva-
tive philosophy,

As .carly as 1U10, he was
calling for the vemoval uf
“punitive taxes on husiness”
ang correction of a hoslile
government aiiitude  toward

(;‘n <8

business, In 1944, duving al

hid for recicciion to Con-
gress, he charged that contine
uation of Rooscvelt's New
Deal would mcan an Amcrle
can na x\oo\nv oli's
POSLawar Poeser
cla.nco cailed for seltng up
of “what amoanis t¢ a fus.
cist state, witi thg govera-
ment conscripting cntor'n'isc,

‘capital and labor as well.,”
cap

lL\T 1545, e was & prin e
clestion target of organized
lahor put still managed to

win a third term as & con-,

gressman from Missourl. He
Jater was defeated, o 1948,

while secking « fourth tern,

“In 1957, Plocser was Ap-

bointed by the Lisenhower
¥ Y

Administration as ambassa-

<
1 friend.

al ru-.
within

Figueres

dor’to Paraguay, whcre he

was awarded . the Gran'd
Cross of DParacuuy hy the
sovernment of Ccn Alm,do
s Stroessner, last of Lat

l
CAraerica's old-style caudilios,
Plocser resigned the post in’

1959,

 Communist
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TrtO e Cloon bt Qe Lo
Missouri frong 1964

In 1804 ihore was p
on him to run {or governor Lu’
Missourd, but he declined, ‘

R
Lo 1066,

Lis appoi uncnt as
sacor to Costa Rjo
was announced, he was
asked what he thought ihe
Nixon Administration policy,
wwd Jalin Amcecica s .,].ou t

be. He saidy
“We snould oo in avudug’c :
help a country, not go in
like a school teacher ano
saY, ‘Hcre are all the ane
sWe e
1o wlso had & comment on
carcer diplomats, saying hie
thought that Nixon and other . o
presidents were right fuoap- . o Lo s
pointing  ambasgsadors {roia :
sources other than the For-
v Service, He said he felt
that YForeign Scrvice officials

“. could lack decisivencss.

“This stems from the sys-

tem of grading within the
Foreign Service. Knowinﬂ .

that promotions depend on
vritten evaluation of work
professional diplomads Ac.,
tate to take courageous.
stands,” he was quoted as
saying, “This lack of courage
‘in the pinch grows out of &
lifetime of trying not to
make & mnistake.” ’

WINLE Ploeser’s }'hu'.()'xo-
phy is oriented more to that
of the pm"mam and suc-
cessful midwestern business-
raan which he is, Tigucres'
philosopliy leans in the diree-
tion of the castern inlelicetin-
ai establishiment.

He ted, in 1948, an anti-
revolution  in
Costa Rica, then became pro-
visional president,
clected Lo & fivesyea

consiilutional president
1953, .
Figueres,  who congiders

himself a Social Democrai ~f
ihe European vacicty, has @l
ways been closciy'idesz:cc
with U.S. intellectuals. of the
Schlesinger - Stevenson-Xen-
sedy philosophy, and at one
tinie was accorded an hono-
rary membership. in the
Americans for Demoaeratic
Action, 1Tis wife, the former
Karen Olsen, is a Now York-
born sociologist, -
Figueres, (4, was inausu-
xdkol Xv,my 8, 1970, for his
current four- ycau Lerm,
Ploeser arvived to take up
his duties April 1§, about
(hree weeks belofe the m‘ -
guration, . . . .
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St. L.ouls Insurance-executive long active od in bid for fifth term in 1048 clections

Republican politics, Nixon Administration Pressure on him to run as GOP candidate fﬂ‘
political appointee as U.S, ambassador to - governor of Missowr {n 196 Lt declined,
Costa Rica in carly 1970, Yost had been va- . Republican | national commiltceman  irom
cant for several mortiis and was one of jast 1964 to 1966, -
Latin Amerlean ambassadarial jobs filled by © Classilics himsell as poltical “middle-
Nixon Administration afier td.\m'r office. - roader” but background reflects more cone
. . “servative ovientation, prime targel of orma-
Y+ Plocser, (4, served as U.S. a aor to rized labor in | 1946 clection o Cungress,
.. Paraguay from 1937 {0 1939 nhower + Staunch opponcm of Roosevel: New Deal,
Administration political Mpu: tee. Avrarded " Active in immediate postewar years i anti-
‘Grand Cross of Paraguay by government of . Communist aan'lec.s a= nar"u al chalrman
Paraguayan suoaymm Aliredo Stroessner, | of Demdlay Corniitt 1 A aorican activi-
' Resigned 28 ambassador in 1059, o ties.
Entered politics in 1930 with clection to. . . Took up po;L as ambassador to Costa
Missouri State House of Represeatatives, Rica in April 1970, shortly before Jase
> ) - Served four terms in U.S. Congress as repre- . (Pepe) Figueres was inaugurated as Costa
4 100661‘ . sentative from '\flsaou'. ISfil -1948, Deflcat- -l\lt?n plcsxdc
i
Consutuuondlly clc‘s.tr'd president  of liberiil democrat with philosophical ‘ties (o
Costa Rica who took office for “third (ime the Social Democrats of Furope, Also well
M«y 8, 1970. Had served. an olected term acquainted in ULS. fatellectual civeles, pars
from 1053-58 and wiso a year as provisional © ticwtarly ar wennedyites and has Joc-
president in 1948-49 alter leading successiul tured at Harvard and olher American uni-
anfi-Conununist revoiution. in his Central versities, Churier meriber, along with Puer-
Anierican country. . o Rico's Luis Munoz Marin and Venuucla 8 .
s Iirst nine months of current administra- . Romulo Betancourt, of Latin, America’s so- -
tion m«nl ed by opening of commercial and - calied * ‘democratic left,”
diplomaltic relations with Co.nmumst bloc . : A
nations of Eastern Europe, ‘making Costa Has written several books, articles and
Rica first Contral Amcucm nation to do so, pnmphlcu on poiiticad p“lloxopny and also
Has caused concern in some military-domi- the aspirations of Cosla Rica’s National- .
nated governments of the region and in con- le'\nlmn Party (PLN). which he founded
scrvative circles within Cont“ Rica, . after 1948 revolution. Married 1o focmer '
Figueres, G/I is mtcm tionally know. Karen Olsen, a Noew York born sociologist,

J‘J\.v'\‘_, t L"

First Sccxemrv of Ancr.car Imbassy in Apparcnty joined Yoreigr Ser ir

San Jose, Costa Rica. Recall ! has heen asked 1952 and was assigned (o Havana as politi-

by Costa Rican government {or alies euly in. cal officer, rémaing there for most of imume-

volving himscil in country’s internal affairs, diate pre-Castro ncnod. Marvied to Cuban.

"+ Listed as embassy political officer but com- - Appointed as political officer (o Americun

monly regarded in Costa Rica as CIA u*.xc. - Lmbassy in Spain in 1960, Reiurned to

ol station, Duc to lea e couniry Dy Feb, 22, \Vr"‘unn”t()ﬂ in 1986, Assigned o Costa Rica
1971, . in 1963,

. Backgrouad s! ‘cinn Service . .
. Registry lists pla isth as New York Registry says Wiliiamson has had “nric
y Sy S0 S0
City on ’VIdrchl , 1915, Sexved in US, Army vate experience” but gives no indication

) from 10111 to lJ,S Member of the exccutive where or when, *Also identifies i as, onee
v . stafl of the governor of the Panama Cenal an assistant manager of an elec.ric company
Vil mxson : - Zone [rom 1 48 to 1952, N - but gives nomuhex,de»ads. . .
. A// :
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N@ hc a@“-A_m H@ Exe cuse

F @r M ead l'lmp In Costa M@g

COSTA RICA is the _]CWGI of Ccnt1a1 ' YC* Cﬂ’Splte all thla, ‘the United
- America. Indeed, there may be no more Staies Lmbassy in Costa Rica has be-
attractive couniry in all'of Latin Ameu- come linked to a disgraceful effort to
ca. . o discredit President Figueres and pethaps
o overthrow him. T I
It has strong democmtlc tmdxtxons a’ _ ) ) 3
highly developed educational system, no - The Herald's Latin America CdltOI,_'
¢ army, flexible class lines, relatively high Don Bohning, has disclosed that rept-’
; 'eéonom'ic levels and enlightened lcaders, 'ed GIA station chief Earl “Ted” William-
. - son was so involved and that Ambassa-.
. " As- ‘an operatmc democracy, it has  (or Walter C. Ploeser was. apparently
 few péers. In the last five presidential aware of Mr. Williamson's activitics.-
elections, for example, the party in. . S , - i
power 'Was' defeated each time. © Mr. Williamson already has been re-
' ' ' called at the request of Costa Rica. !

et i e e . (T

Lt

..'Costa Rica's president, Jose Fi-
“gueres, has earned himself a distin- We suggest that President Nixon
- guished place in his nation’s ‘= and bring home the ambassador. i

Latin America’s — history. i .- © . Theseactions constitute meddlmo of

"He was a léader of the 1948 tevolu- the worst sort. We can’find no excuse ’
“tion'that resulted in the country’s pres-  for them. Mr. Ploeser appears to have
-ent constitutional system. As one of the been a poor clhoice for the JOb in the
“founders of the “democratic left” ap- first place. : :
proach to Latin America’s problems, The United States owes 1t to Costa
. along with Romulo Bentancourt of Ven-' pica ‘and to itsclf, to send an ambassa.
ezuela and Luis Munoz Marin of Puerto . 4o to Costa Rica who has greater sensis
Rico, he was in effect one of the archi-, tivity and appreciation for constltutlonal
tects of President Kennedys Alhance. democracy. ,

for Progress. S R j 1
) i What the ClA does is another mat-".
- President F15ue1ea and Costa Rica. ter. That secret organization has often.

have been outstanding friends of the’ complained of public malignment and'
United Stat& Their contributions to de- misunderstanding. It repeatedly has de-’
mocracy "in this hemlaphexe have be-: nied charges that it makes its own for-
_ come legend. o eign policy when it goes into the field.-

- Just last October, when the US The current case in Costa Rica raiscs a
State Department published its routine’ question about those denials. N
Background Notes "on Costa Rica, 1t1 The whole affair deserves an investi-
commented: e - -1 gation by Congress, and we recommend

" “Relations bctwenn the Umted' it to Rep. Dante Fascell's House sub-
States and Costa Rica have been partic- committee on Inter- Amencan Affairs,
ularly warm and cordial, owing in large* . '

part to = sincere mutual respect for

' shared (democratic traditions.” o ) ' .
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